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Beer Distributors vs. Craft Brewers in Texas
	The three-tier system by Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission regulates the brewers, distributors and beer retailers in handling of beer products from manufacturing to retail consumption.  The system regulates alcohol distribution through the three independent tiers, and therefore provides safe delivery from the manufacturer, to suppliers, then the retailers and lastly to the end user. This procedure maintains order in the marketplace through increased safety, efficient pricing and competition, efficiency in tax collections and maintenance of quality. However, there has been a turf between distributors and craft beer manufacturers on the implementation of a regulation, H.B. 3287, that seeks to control the distribution process that has erstwhile not been implemented in the three tier structure. This paper will provide a three point argument; from the manufacturer’s pint of view, the distributors perspective and that of a state legislator on the state of the legislation. 
	Craft beer distributors are at the center of the three-tier chain. In the chain, this tier is responsible for a number of services such as delivery and pickup contracts, collection and remission of excise taxes for the state, marketing, product management, storage and warehousing, quality maintenance, and control over the dispensing equipment (The Beer Alliance, 2018). In essence, the functionalities of the organization are a source of business for this particular interest group. In consideration of the fact that the craft brewers are not part of the three-tier system, it holds that introduction of this part of the chain into the three-tier will mean additional business for the distributors. In the legal procedures, the distributors can argue from the control, quality and management point of view. In consideration of the fact that craft brewers are responsible for distribution and sale of their own products, they are not part of the three-tier chain. Through H.B. 3287, the distributors will now be able to ensure that quality is enhanced and that the end-consumers get the best possible quality, an issue that can be circumvented by the craft brewers. 
	The introduction of the legislation H.B. 3287, it will be required that the craft brewers who produce more than 225, 000 barrels per year pay for delivery of the beer to a distributor. This law does not take into consideration whether the beer will be consumed inside the brewers’ facilities in their own taprooms. According to Duehren (2017), this regulation might not have immediate far-reaching ramifications to the craft brewers since very few reach the stated capacity. However, there are worries that the continued enactment of this law; some potential investors and current brewers with the potential to surpass the current brewers are scared off from the trade.  With the infiltration of the distributors into the taprooms and other local retailing facilities, there will be a substantial amount of money that will be chipped away from them, adversely affecting the profits. 
	As a state legislator, I would support the bill with founded explanations. In the first place, the introduction of another player in the craft brewers’ chain, there will be another line of tax that will be introduced, making the deal better for the state. Currently, there are large companies that are buying small companies in order to take advantage of this incentive. As such, the law will disregard the noted incentive and keep the business competitive. Considering that the requirement that one should produce at least 225, 000 barrels to be affected by the law means that this brewer is already large enough to worry about the market. As such, the law should stick, as it guarantees proper regulations for all the involved stakeholders. 
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